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gOP.ul~flOl1~°!1.Ba1J1brlClge IS!EWd~
alone. ;r&~rslaIldhfls,an (mr,!
~~pertV;hokeeps, track, of:thi~
owl speCles and 'others. He
monitors them year-round. Jam.ie
Acker is the information source
everyone thinks of first when the
sUbject of ow Is arises.

The fact that his count came in
at 61 barred owls is a little over-'
whelming when you consider the
area covered. Also of some con-
cern is that 25 of the birds were
juveniles: An obvious question:
"How many barred owls can the
island sustain?"

Another question is even more,
unsettling. "What, or who, are
they eating?" These are large owls,
about the size of a great horned
owl,'and they will eat almost any-
thing. Their menu includes grouse,
doves, quail, other owls and the
smaller birds. Squirrels, including'
flying squirrels, chipmunks, bats,
weasels, rabbits, foxes and opos-
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sums are prey consume~ by this
"primarily nocturnal hunter.

Barred owls were considered
the, eastern counterpart of the
West's spotted owl. Once they be-
gan to expand westward, they not

. only moved into spotted owl ter-
ritory, they took it over. Their ter-
ritorial expansion reaches across
the country from coast to coast

On a recent trip to the, Hoh
River, we happened upon some-
'thing interesting. The object in the
center of the road leading upriver
didn't move at first It wasn't even
discernible as something alive un-
til it did move., !,lora split second,
it lifted its head and stared at our
vehicle. Then it flew into the dense
forest bordering the road.

The owl had been. spread over
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s~g~IYion~fof1~r~'sUl}- 1Wi restisr~ . lyyouv:g,v'

I l~S"\}f~ ~i1co.!lIlter,yd , ",' s, lett~rs , E-mallsc6n.,

:~tQben;Qgoop.Jook, 'i%~mingbo..th,ofth~se o~l~?in-
,- ", ,q~"toPQS\tiyelY.ideIl- cr~~~'~'j~ryyearand ary"cYiclence

;tify'itlfitNs:ad!Q~en;2Pyearsago, of/the bflr;red owl's exploding
('wo!lJd'p.l;lve,flssw:n~d~f'Nas.a ~OPuJfltr:on:Atleast.halfpf the
spotted owL.Now,however, We tlm~,;those contactmgme feel,
,lmow there are good ,numbers of~ey qaye a spot~edoy.rl'qnt4eir
barred owlson the Hoh. property/It has always'turnedout

Studies going back at least 10 to be the barred owl. Tellingthe
yearshave been done onboth spe- two apart is accomplished with-
ciesin the old-growth forest that out too much difficultyif the bird
exists beyol).dthe Olympic Na- ,is sitting still and you c;anget a
tional Park boundary; How the good look at itsbelly.,Thebarred
spotted owlpopulation compares has bars acrossits chestand verti-
with the barred in this region is a cal streaks on its belly.The spot-
good question. Is it holding its ted's belly is heavily spotted with
own, or willthe barred owl even- white and brown.
tually displacethe spotted? I'd loveto think the bird on the

Barredowlsin thePaget Sound Hoh was a spotted owl.Itwas fly-
regionand on the OlynipicPenin- ingtoward a stand of old-growth
sula are increasing in areas other trees in a riparian area. However,
than BainbridgeIsland.Moreand chances are the hunter was a
morehomeownersarehearingand barred owl.
seeing this owl, which definitely
isn't as shy as its cousin, the spotted'
owl. It also isn't as strongly tied to
old-growth forests but frequently
shows up in rural settings where

Write to Joan Carson, PO Box532;
Poulsbo, WA98370.Include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope for a
reply.


