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Forests & Fish Timeline
Mid-90s CWA 303(d)
listing of impaired waters

1997-99 ESA listing of
26 salmon and steelhead
species and bull trout

1997-98 Forests & Fish
negotiations

1999 Salmon Recovery
Act

1999 Governor’s
Statewide Salmon
Recovery Strategy

1999 Forests & Fish
Report

1999 Forests & Fish law

2000 Forest Practices
Board Emergency Rules

2000 NMFS 4(d) rule
limit

2001 Forest Practices
Board Permanent Rules

2003 SFLO RMAP assist

2005 Forests Practices –
Habitat Conservation Plan
application

Legislative Support
The Forests & Fish law -
ESHB 2091 - passed in
1999 with 2/3rd majority,
bipartisan support
House: 67-Y and 27-N
Senate: 29-Y and 17-N

Stakeholders
Federal agencies
State agencies
County government
Native American Tribes
Private forest landowners

Current Events
The public comment period for the Forests and Fish Habitat
Conservation Plan (HCP) has ended. Thanks to everyone who
took the time to send in comments to the Services. Your help
was greatly appreciated. Also, thanks for all the feedback in
response to the Seattle Post-Intelligencer’s “License to Kill”
series. Many of you participated in on-line chats with Robert
McClure and wrote letters to the editor in response to the series.
In other news, Bill Wilkerson was the keynote speaker at the
annual Clark County Sammy Awards on May 12. These awards
recognize individuals and organizations for their outstanding
contributions to recovering salmon. During the introduction of
the ceremony, chair of the Board of Clark County
Commissioners, Betty Sue Morris, read a letter from Gov.
Christine Gregoire congratulating everyone involved in the 2005
Sammy Awards for their dedication to salmon recovery and said,
“I also want to thank Bill Wilkerson for his leadership in
developing Washington State’s Habitat Conservation Plan, which
provides the strongest protection of stream and forest habitat in
the nation.”

Issue Focus – Cumulative Effects
The definition of cumulative effects by the Washington State
Forest Practices Rules, as they relate to forest practices:
“Cumulative effects means the changes to the environment
caused by the interaction of natural ecosystem processes with
the effects of two or more forest practices.” So, when looking at
cumulative effects it means you have to consider the impact of a
proposed action in the context of everything else that is currently
going on, has gone on, or may go on in the future. Cumulative
effects can be beneficial or negative. They can impact air
quality, land ownership, land use, aquatic resources, vegetation,
wildlife, and social, economic and cultural issues. The Forest
Practices Board addresses cumulative effects each time they
adopt a major rule through the State Environmental Policy Act
(SEPA). Also the federal agencies are addressing cumulative
effects of the Forests and Fish HCP through the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Research Underway
Cooperative Monitoring, Evaluation and Research Committee
(CMER) is planning or working on a number of effectiveness
studies. These studies or analyses include road upgrades,


