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Forests & Fish Timeline
Mid-90s CWA 303(d)
listing of impaired waters

1997-99 ESA listing of
26 salmon and steelhead
species and bull trout

1997-98 Forests & Fish
negotiations

1999 Salmon Recovery
Act

1999 Governor’s
Statewide Salmon
Recovery Strategy

1999 Forests & Fish
Report

1999 Forests & Fish law

2000 Forest Practices
Board Emergency Rules

2000 NMFS 4(d) rule
limit

2001 Forest Practices
Board Permanent Rules

2003 SFLO RMAP assist

2005 Forests Practices –
Habitat Conservation Plan
application

Legislative Support
The Forests & Fish law -
ESHB 2091 - passed in
1999 with 2/3rd majority,
bipartisan support
House: 67-Y and 27-N
Senate: 29-Y and 17-N

Stakeholders
Federal agencies
State agencies
County government
Native American Tribes
Private forest landowners

Current Events
Governor Christine Gregoire proclaims a statewide emergency
due to threat of wildfires across Washington. The proclamation
comes after six major wildfires burned through eight different
counties. For 2005 (excluding all current wildfires) 2,732 acres
have burned in Washington on state and private land.

Come celebrate the salmon at the annual Salmon Homecoming,
September 8-11 at Magnuson Park in Seattle. Events include
arts and crafts, Pow Wows, a salmon bake, and a forum led by
executive director Bill Wilkerson as the moderator. The
objectives of the Salmon Homecoming are to allow for tribal and
non-tribal communities to come together, learn from one
another, and explore ways to support cooperative spirit in
salmon restoration and protection.

Issue Focus – Fire
Fire plays a major role in the forest ecosystem. It can be very
harmful to natural resources, our land, and our well being. When
wildfire occurs, the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is
responsible for protecting the 12 million acres of private and
state forest land throughout Washington State.

One way forest landowners help to prevent fires is by actively
managing the forest. Research shows thinning small tress,
clearing brush and controlled burning are the most effective
methods of reducing the risk of catastrophic wildfire. Active
management can also restore ecosystem health and improve
wildlife habitat. “The preponderance of evidence points to
thinning and prescribed fire to reduce tree densities and fuel
loading as the approaches with the greatest potential to maintain
wildlife habitat in these areas while reducing the risk of
catastrophic fire,” said James Rochelle, a wildlife biologist and
consultant.

The Department of Natural Resources in cooperation with the
National Weather Service provides for fire weather data and
industrial fire precaution level information to firefighters, forest
landowners and the forest industry in Washington state.

Fuel moisture levels are monitored daily, which have moved into
to critical levels due to the warm weather and lack of rain. This
year on the Eastside of the state the level of fuel moisture is
significantly lower than the last 10 years on average, which
greatly increases the risk of catastrophic wildfire.


