The Washington Forest Protection
Association (WFPA) was founded in 1908
to protect private forestland from fire, until
the State Department of Natural Resources
took over this responsibility in the mid-
1950s. Our members are large and small
companies, individuals and families who
grow, harvest and re-grow trees on more
than 4 million acres of private forestland
in Washington State.

WFPA works for balanced public policy so
that its members can continue to practice
forestry that is economically sound and
environmentally sensitive, now and for
generations to come.

State and private forest landowners actively
manage their forests using appropriate
silvicultural tools. Prescribed fire,
mechanical thinning, brush removal and
pruning improves the health of forests and
the environment by decreasing the risk
of catastrophic wildfire.
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Catastrophic Wildfire

Active forest management reduces the risk.
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The Changing Role of Fire

Fire is a natural part of the ecosystem;
however, the excessive buildup of “fuel” in
our national forests is changing the beneficial
role of fire into one of destruction. Foresters
know that active management of our forests,
such as thinning and prescribed burning, can
reduce fire hazards by removing the small
trees, underbrush, and dead wood which fuels
catastrophic wildfire.

Despite their often lush, green appearance,
the structure and composition of tree stands
in our national forests have changed over the
last century. Tree density is six to ten times
greater than historical conditions. More small
dead and dying trees form “fuel ladders”

to the highly combustible crowns or tops

of large trees. Subsequently, the risk of
catastrophic fire is the most serious threat
to the health and sustainability of our national
forests today.
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The elements of fire.
Removing excess fuels reduces the risk of fire.

Firefighters now report a frightening new
breed of fire called “white-ash fires.” Normally,
fire will simply scorch a tree, but leave it alive.
These new fires burn trees down to white
ash, burning so intensely that they endanger
the safety of firefighters and communities,
threaten wildlife species, and sometimes cause
long-lasting, irreversible damage to water-
sheds. There is no greater threat to clean
air, water, fish and wildlife habitat than
catastrophic wildfire. We must actively
manage our national forests, before our
future options burn up.

Mature, dry lodgepole
pine in the Okanogan
National Forest.

Fuel reduction is the
single most important
factor for reducing the
intensity of today’s
catastrophic wildfires.



